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(day/month^ear) 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

19996.1 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



international application No. 
PCT/US2004/043848 \/^ 



international filing date 

(dayynn,n,h^ar, 29/12/2004 



Applicant 

KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC. 



1 . 0 The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searchino 

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 'ruomauonai oearcning 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments Is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland. Fasclmile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed Instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2. □ The applicant is hareby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 

Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transS^ 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

^ LnnP^^ntv ^^g^^^^^."';^^^ the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 

applicant s request to fonA/ard the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the desKd OfS 
LJ no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

PnKtfJJfJ] ZZ^l'fnu" "x*""?' 'he priority dale, the Inlernalional application will be published by the 
^^^ L^Z ,f^' •' > '"s^es to avoid or postpone publication, a notice ol withdrawal of the int^nalional 

&rcorp'.r/onWea.TX"^i^^^^^^^^ 

montlT' °' "^"^ ^ «" ™ '^'«) apply even if no demand is filed within 19 

ll^l^l^rr^^lr'NTonTcS^ 



N ame and m ailing address ol the International Searching Authority 
European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patenttaan 2 
Alll NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
VJJl Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 ' 



Form PCT/lSA/220 (January 2004) 




Best Available Copy 



(See notes on accompanyi ig sheet) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 

Mnll^ol K°^®1^'® intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19 The 
nnHo? fhft^^^lT requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the AdminisSe inst^ctions 
Ho^ OH "^^^^ ^^^^ ?* ^'^crepancy between these Notes and tfrose requiVements. the latter are Sabte F^^^ 
dela.led information, see also the PCT App/icant's Guide, a publication of WIPO. appucaoia. ^or more 

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

<;oIIihin^''l'f.fhi ■» ''^"'"S .received the international search report and the written opinion of the International 
f^^ f^. =u n^«i*-,T ?PP°""""y '° ^T"^. *"«ernational application. It should however to ercSUized 

Mo;„I«^t "^r * °' '^^ application (claims.descrq)tion and drawings) may be amended durinaThe 

internalional preliminary examination procedure, there is usually no need to file amendments of the clairns undto ArticlB 19 
except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published for the purposes of provisional proteO on or lS a?Stt.er 

'^^ claims before international publication. Furtherinore. it should be er4hS?ha?p^Ss1Sre^ 
protection is available m some Stales only (see PCT ApfOoanVs Guida. Annexes Bl and 82). provisional 

,h»^nL^"®.""°". o "'^ 5PP''?a"' t'rawn to the fact that amendments to the claims under Article 19 are not allowed where 

rstaKCii?frj;;ss^;^ffi^^ 

What parts of the internaUonal application may be amended? 

Under Article 19. only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under ArticlB 34 before 

?^^STsrhir,s^:^^^^^^ 

«^ whera'^Xable'lS ST*' "^"^ ^"""'^^^ «PP«<=^«°" "^^^ ^ amended under Article 28 

When? Within 2 months from the dale of transmittal of the internalional search report or 16 months from the Driorllv 

^ hi^Sn £^«n'r ^'T'^'I^Jf " amendment wm tocoi^aeL 
^S^^r '"^ !"temational Bureau after the expiration ol me 

appl«able time limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication 

Where not to file the amendments? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not witfi the reeeiuinn nnUi »^ 
Internalional Searching Auttiority (Rule 46.2). receiving Offce or the 

Where a demand (or international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 

f^:s"^jifri»ars'^^^ 

amTn'^^erdfrtrt^lKSi'^^^^^^^^^^ 

11^12''"* ^P«^"9 °" a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals Where a claim is 
S-^rSbeTe^^^^^^^^^^ 

The amendments mu3t be made In the language in which the International application Is to be published. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

Ji^fi^rirai^Tur^^^^^^^ 

^!ll.!:ai;.^iJSifoX%^^^^^ . 'he 'anguage of the 

is French, the letter must be iJi French ° " ""^"afle «♦ «»><» International application 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
19996.1 



International application No. 
PCT/US2004/043848 v/ 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



see Form PCT/ISA/220 
as well as. where applicable. Item 5 below. 



Applicant 



KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC. 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
29/12/2004 ^ 



(Earliest) Priority Date (day/monthfyear) 
30/12/2003 



This International Search Report consists of a total of 



[x] it is also accompanied by a copy of each prii 



.sheets. 



prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 



□ 

The international search was carried out on the basis of 
this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 



a translation of the international application furnished to 



b. □ With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid 



sequence disclosed In the International appfication. see Box No. 1. 



2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. |x] Unity of Invention is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

^ [x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

Q the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

^i9y^^-.Pit^?e..towings .to. be. pu Wished .wjth.the. absUact.ls. Figure No. I6a. i fiK 

[x] as suggested by the applicant. 

□ as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

U ^^^«'«^ted by this Authority, because this figure better Characterizes the Invemi^^ 
LJ none of the figures is to be published with the absuact. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US2004/043848 



Box II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This international Search Report has not been established In respect Of certain Claims under Art^^ 

^' CH Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, rwmely: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 



3. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Co ntinuation of Item 3 of first sheet) 
This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions m this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



invite payment 



1-40,43 



Remark on Protest 



□ The additional search lees were accompanied by the applieanrs protest. 
Q No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Intemationat Application No. PCT/US2004 /043848 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-4,5-7, 43 

absorbent article having at least two/three elements, each 
element comprising at least two visual characteristics 



2. claims: 8-40 

absorbent product disposed in a package, wherein both the 
absorbent product and the packaging each has at least two 
visual characteristics 



3. claim: 41 

absorbent product disposed in a first packaging, which is in 
turn placed in a second packaging 



4. claim: 42 

absorbent product having at least two visual characteristics 
and a translucent or transparent packaging 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inlemstlenal Application No 

PCT/US2004/043848 



A. CUSSIFICATON OF SUBJECT MATTER ' • 

IPC 7 A61F13/00 A61F13/42 021F1/00 A61F13/15 A47K10/16 
B32B7/14 

AccoidiriQ to iwemailonal Paleni CtoslllcaMon (IPC) or ta bclh national dasalfieatlan and IPC 



8. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (dasslHcation system loDowsd by classllication symbols) 

IPC 7 A61F B32B D04H D21F A47K 



Documenlatlon searched other than minimum documenlation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the tutemalional search (name d data 

EPO-Internal 



base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Calefloiy • Citation ol document, wUh indk»tion. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevani to daim No. 



WO 01/95845 A (SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB: 
STENBERG, ANDERS) 

20 December 2001 (2001-12-20) 

page 3, line 23 - page 6, line 25; figures 

US 2003/136529 Al (BURAZIN MARK ALAN ET 
AL) 24 July 2003 (2003-07-24) 
claims 1-22; figures 

EP 1 327 427 A (UNI-CHARM CORPORATION) 
16 July 2003 (2003-07-16) 
paragraph '0033! - paragraph '0091!; 
figures 



GB 1 268 262 A (GILL) 

29 March 1972 (1972-03-29) 

page 1, line 8 - line 75; figures 



1-7,43 

1-7,43 
1-7,43 

1-7,43 



-/- 



fY| f'urther documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



|X I P**ent family members are listed in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 

■A" document defintnfl the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

•E' earlier document but published on or after the International 
tiling date 

'I' document which may throw doubts on priority cfaim(s)or 
which is cited to establish the publicatten date of anSher 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

•O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibaion or 
other means 

^' *??"^«"*Pi*«sfiedprtor to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



•T" later dooiment published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
{jJJ^^^tourKJerstand the principle or theory undertyingthe 

•X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered riovel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'V document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
MTjnot be considered to Irwolve an Inventh^e step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual complelton ol the intemational search 

24 May 2005 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

03. 06. 2005 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HVRiiswijK a eniiaan <f 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized offk;er 



Bocclgnone, N 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Internationa Application No 

PCT/US2004/043848 



C.(Contlnuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Cltaiion of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



us 5 503 076 A (YEO ET AL) 

2 April 1996 (1996-04-02) 

column 4, line 8 - column 6, line 17; 

figures 



EP 0 922 422 A (POPP, JUERGEN; SCHADE, 
PETER) 16 June 1999 (1999-06-16) 
paragraph '0019! - paragraph '0030!; 
figures 

WO 02/30347 A (THE PROCTER & GAMBLE 
COMPANY) 18 April 2002 (2002-04-18) 

page 5, paragraph 3 - page 13. paragraph 
1; claims 1-13; figures 

US 2002/148749 Al (BRISEBOI HENRI ET AL) 
17 October 2002 (2002-10-17) 
paragraph '0034! - paragraph '0053!; 
figures 



1-7,43 



1-7,43 



8,10-19, 
23,27, 
28,31-40 
25,26 



8-40 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



PubBcation 
date 



Intemationat Application No 

PCT/US2004/043848 



Patent family 
member(s) 



WO 0195845 A 



Publication 
date 



20-12-2001 



AT 
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All 
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Cil il71 Ai 
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A 1 

Al 
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oUlUoiob 
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TO 


EP 
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Al 


JP 


2004503297 


T 


MX 


PA02011707 


A 


NZ 


522662 


A 


PL 


359184 


Al 


SE 


0002206 


A 


UO 


0195845 


Al 


TW 


492860 


B 


US 


2002016579 


Al 



15-01- 

24- 12- 

25- 03- 
20-12- 

13- 08- 
17-02- 
29-03- 

19- 03- 
05-02- 
27-03- 
25-06- 
23-08- 

14- 12- 

20- 12- 
01-07- 
07-02- 



■2005 
■2001 
■2003 
■2001 
2003 
-2005 
■2005 
2003 
2004 
2003 
2004 
2004 
2001 
2001 
2002 
2002 



US 2003136529 Al 24-07-2003 



US 2003084953 Al 

AU 2003248567 Al 

UO 2004044326 Al 

BR 0213365 A 

CA 2463847 Al 

EP 1440195 A2 

UO 03040450 A2 



08-05-2003 
03-06-2004 

27- 05-2004 
07-12-2004 
15-05-2003 

28- 07-2004 
15-05-2003 



EP 1327427 A 



16-07-2003 



CN 
CN 
EP 
EP 
JP 
OP 
SG 
SG 
US 
US 



GB 1268262 A 
US 5503076 A 



29-03-1972 DE 
DK 



1432352 A 

1432353 A 
1327427 Al 
1344512 Al 

2004130055 A 

2004130056 A 
103382 Al 
103904 Al 

2003187415 Al 
2003149410 Al 

2014202 Al 
120834 B 



30-07-2003 
30-07-2003 

16- 07-2003 

17- 09-2003 
30-04-2004 
30-04-2004 
29-04-2004 
26-05-2004 
02-10-2003 

07- 08-2003 

08- 10-1970 
19-07-1971 



02-04-1996 



AU 
AU 
BR 
CA 
CN 
DE 
GB 
UO 
ZA 



679815 B2 
1088195 A 
9408217 A 
2116935 Al 
1142254 A ,C 
4499437 TO 
2284384 
9515410 Al 
9409027 A 



A ,B 



EP 0922422 A 



16-06-1999 



AT 
DE 
DE 
EP 



201312 T 
29821626 Ul 
59801362 Dl 
0922422 Al 



10-07-1997 
19-06-1995 
26-08-1997 
02-06-1995 
05-02-1997 
05-12-1996 

07- 06-1995 

08- 06-1995 
18-07-1995 

15- 06-2001 
18-02-1999 

04-10-2001 

16- 06-1999 



WO 0230347 A 



form PC1/ISA«I0 (paMnl ImOf mn) (januaiy 2004) 



18-04-2002 AU 
EP 
UO 



9702301 A 
1324735 Al 
0230347 Al 



22-04-2002 
09-07-2003 
18-04-2002 
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International Application No 

PCT/US2004/043848 



Patent docunwnt 
died in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
meinber(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 2002148749 Al 17-10-2002 



US 6454095 Bl 

AU 4387501 A 

BR 0101961 A 

CA 2347288 Al 

CN 1329882 A ,C 

CZ 20011665 A3 

DE 60106515 Dl 

EP 1153838 Al 

ZA 200103813 A 



24- 09-2002 
15-11-2001 
18-12-2001 
12-11-2001 
09-01-2002 
17-07-2002 

25- 11-2004 
14-11-2001 
11-11-2002 



Fomi PCT/ISM2I0 (p>lanl lanrily am>) (Jantmy 2004) 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
X3 FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFER£NCE(S) OR EXHIBn'(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



